
ACFHP completed a project with The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC) to  prioritize river herring habitat 
threats and restoration needs along the Atlantic coast1. 
Focal areas included the Connecticut, Gilbert Stuart, 
Hudson, and Delaware rivers, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed, and the Santee Cooper river system.  This 
project was funded by the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation (NFWF), and will guide ACFHP, TNC, and 
NFWF in future decisions regarding river herring 
restoration.

Strengthening Partnerships 
ACFHP continued its Whitewater to Bluewater 
initiative this year with its Fish Habitat Partnership 
neighbors, the Southeast Aquatic Resources 
Partnership (SARP) and the Eastern Brook Trout 
Joint Venture.  The initiative promotes a 
collaborative approach to implementing the goals 
of each organization and furthering those of the 
National FIsh Habitat Action Plan. Recently, ACFHP 
and SARP collaborated on a grant proposal to NOAA 
which focused on enhanced coastal resiliency in 
Southeastern Florida. 

In August, ACFHP presented at the National Fish 
Habitat Partnership Symposium, which was held 
during the 145th Annual American Fisheries Society 
Meeting in Portland, OR.  This session included 
presentations from Fish Habitat Partnerships 
spanning the nation, highlighting accomplishments in 
both science and data and on-the-ground restoration 
and protection.

Restoration & Protection 
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ACFHP has partnered with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service for the sixth consecutive year to fund three 
on-the-ground restoration projects in 2015. Two of 
these projects will enhance fish passage (Patten 
Stream, ME and Satucket River, MA), and one project 
will  enhance spawning habitat in the Cape Fear River, 
NC. These projects are led by the Town of Surry, TNC, 
and Cape Fear River Watch, respectively.

Thanks to funding from NOAA, ACFHP also installed 
four conservation moorings this year in Jamestown, 
RI. Conservation moorings reduce seagrass 
degradation caused by the chain sweep associated 
with traditional moorings. This work will be finalized 
in 2016.Significant progress has been made in developing the 

Decision Support Tool to Assess Aquatic Habitats and 
Threats in North Atlantic Watersheds & Estuaries.  ACFHP 
and its partners are working with Downstream Strategies, 
LLC on a North Atlantic Landscape Conservation 
Cooperative-funded grant to model species distributions 
associated with documented habitat use.  ACFHP has 
contributed to the winter flounder and diadromous fish 
components. The tool is available online 
(www.fishhabitattool.org), and ACFHP will be assisting 
with workshops and presentations for stakeholders 
following a webinar to solicit feedback on the accuracy of 
the diadromous component in December.

ACFHP was recently awarded $250,000 from the Mid-
Atlantic Fishery Management Council to support either a 
research or restoration project on artificial or natural reefs 
off the Mid-Atlantic coast.  The request for proposals is 
currently under development, and project solicitation will 
begin by the end of the year.

 1http://www.atlanticfishhabitat.org/wp-content/
uploads/2012/10/RIVER-HERRING-RESTORATION-NEEDS-final-edited.pdf.
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